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Important Events:  

November 2  General Meeting ð 

Pot Luck 6:00 p.m.  

November 5  Rancho Camulos ð 

Ramona Days 9:00 am -  

4:00 pm  

November 22  Board Meeting ð 

1:00 pm  

November 24  Happy Thanksgiving  

November 25  Black Friday Open 

for Tours & Gift Shop

 11:00 ð 4:00  

 

November Happy Birthdays 

Merilyn Thompson  3 

Diane Von Heyneman  13 

Rosalee Calvillo  20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message: 
Good day OAHI 

docents!  

I hope you are having a 

wonderful day. 

I promise this is the last 

time you have to hear 

ñOct. 17 eventò from 

me, we are done!!  

As you all know we 

have worked for over a 

year for the fall meeting  

of the AHSMVC that we hosted this week. I must 

say we ñrockedò . Everyone had a wonderful time, 

great food, wonderful program and fellowship with 

other Ventura County Museum volunteers. 

I am so very proud of the 31 OAHI docents who 

were on hand to make our guest welcome and the 

event a huge success. We had 96 guests from the 

county museums, Bill Fulton mayor of Ventura, 

Christy Weir City Council, Alan Von Doeren ï 

Project Superintendent of our retro fit and Patrick 

Clensay ï who completed our stained glass 

windows just in time for the event.  

We had entertainment from Leif Engeswick with 

his collection of vintage period music boxes and 

Delia Gonzales singing during lunch. It was just an 

unbelievable Olivas Fiesta (which was just what 

we wanted our guests to experience); I think we 

made Don Raymundo and Teodora proud. 

I canôt thank each one of you enough for all your 

hard work, support and extra efforts in this event 

and all that we accomplished this year. We have 

had a very successful year because of you and all 

your efforts. THANK YOU, yes YOUJ. 
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Please donôt forget our 2 last events for this year: 

Dougôs Day of the Dead event and Lolaôs 

Candlelight Tour.  See you there. 

 

 

 

October General meeting 

 

Our October General meeting was held on the 5
th
. 

The minutes and officers and committee reports 

were given. Sharon reminded us of upcoming 

events especially the AHSMVC (Ventura County 

Historical Museum Association) meeting on 

October 17. This is to be an all day meeting 

beginning at 9:30 am and lasting through 3:00. 

Two meals will be served with presentations by the 

attendees in the morning and tours of the Olivas 

complex given by our docents in the afternoon. 

Jerry reported that the stained glass windows will 

be hung  in the display hall by then. Bea Epping 

will be leading the Jr. Docents and reported they 

will meet on October 9 to get acquainted and make 

flowers for the historical Museum event. Marsha 

Brumana reported she needs more deserts for the 

November General meeting potluck on the 2
nd

. 

After the business meeting, the program titled  

ñTales of the Islandsò was 

presented by Julie 

Tumamait. She told about 

her parentsô experiences 

growing up on the islands 

and brought with her a 

spectacular display of Indian 

artifacts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Bardôs visit to the Olivas Adobe 

and 

How a Yankee sees the California Dons: 
By Ilse Lang 

 

Thomas R. Bard was 24 

years old when he came 

to San Buenaventura in 

1865 to manage 350,000 

acres of land owned by 

Thomas A. Scott, 

President of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad 

and to develop oil 

exploration in the Ojai 

region. The tools and 

machinery had to be  

brought by steamer from the East and hauled to 

their destinations in big horse drawn wagons. 

He wrote many letters home to his mother in 

Pennsylvania. His observations about San 

Buenaventura and its inhabitants seem quaint and 

rather condescending now: he met 10 to 13 

Yankees living there, all other people were ónativeô 

Californios, and he felt that these were the ólaziest 

people he ever saw, living altogether on horseback. 

They are idle and thriftlessô (which was a typical 

Yankee generalization). 

He does like the church service at the San 

Buenaventura Mission, with the Mass said in 

Spanish. He is learning to ride very well and likes 

the mustangs available here. 

 

In late February of 1867, Mr. Bard was invited by 

a friend for a visit to a Californio family living on 

the Santa Clara River, ten miles from San 

Buenaventura. He writes: ñWe were entertained in 

true Spanish style. It seemed as though it afforded 

them the greatest imaginable pleasure to ransack 

their house and show us everything in it. After a 

few minutes conversation with the old lady about 

the smallest ends of nothing (itôs wonderful what 

lengthy conversations they can sustain on small or 

unimportant subjects) we were escorted upstairs 

through bedrooms containing brass bedsteads 

covered with the oddest quilts or coverlets, into the 

parlor whose floor was carpet less, but remarkable  

Continued Page 3 

 

 
Julie Tumamait 
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Continued from above right 

for the labor evidently bestowed upon it in the 

scrubbing, where we were entertained with several  

airs on a hand organ which cost the head of the 

family many years ago $ 250.00 in hard gold and 

which was manufactured in Boston when  

 óO Susannaô, óOld Uncle Nedô, óDan Tuckerô and 

óPop goes the Weaselô were fashionable airs. Of 

course we were delighted with the performance of 

the little automation dancers and musicians of the 

organ and had never seen anything so curious 

before. When they saw that we were satisfied after 

playing the six tunes over and over again, all the 

daguerreotypes belonging to the family were 

brought to us to be admired. 

We were taken out to a wide veranda or balcony to 

admire the rich and magnificent view of the Santa 

Clara Valley and the more beautiful sight of an 

ocean sunset. We declined their invitation to 

remain to supper and hurried home.ò 

(see Ventura County Historical Society, Winter 1981) 

This family, of course, was the Olivas Family on 

Rancho San Miguel. 

 

Oil exploration in the Ojai Valley was not very 

successful, and Thomas Bard eventually turned to 

agriculture, raising barley and corn on the land 

owned by his employer. Later he moved to 

Hueneme. He was instrumental in building the 

wharf there; all his business was there then. For his 

family he built a home named Berylwood, still 

standing today inside the Naval Base. Thomas 

Bard went on to become a United States Senator 

and is considered a great promoter of Ventura 

County and the Father of Port Hueneme. 

 

 

A NOTE 

It was Thomas Bard who nominated George Patton 

to attend West Point. After a month long summer 

journey from VMI to California to undergo 

examination for the nomination, Patton finished 

first among 16 applicants and returned to Virginia 

to embark on the education that would begin his 

illustrious military career.  

 

 

 

AHSMVC  

A Wonderful Day 

It was a perfect day, the sun shining brilliantly as if 

the óGodsô had granted their final blessing to the 

yearôs worth of work that had gone into its making. 

The Adobe looked beautiful with the grounds and 

rooms in perfect order. Tables were decorated with 

the colorful handmade flowers. All the 

preparations were in place for the comfort of our 

guests: the representatives of the thirty Historical 

Societies and Museums in Ventura County. Tables 

were laden with food and gifts for the festivities 

and coffee was brewing near the main house.  

The morning was filled with presentations by the 

various participants. A delicious lunch was catered 

by Tacos Solorio. In the afternoon the Olivas 

Adobe docents conducted tours of the complex and 

the Gallery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Registration and Check-in 

 
Leif and his antique music machine 
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Itôs That Time Again! 

Time to express your interest in OAHI -- by completing the Member Interest Survey for 2012 thatôs located 

elsewhere in this Newsletter issue. Members who did not submit a Survey at the October general 

membership meeting, please detach the Survey, complete it, and either mail it to the Adobe or submit it in 

person to the OAHI Secretary at the November meeting and potluck dinner. 

 

The following page (page 5) is a ótear outô page for you to fill out and submit. 

 
Morning Refreshments: Fruit and Mexican Pastries 

 
Kerosene Cal, Padre and Baker 

 
Goodies 

 
Raymundo, Teodora and Friend 

 
Sharon and Mary Schwabauer President 

President of AHSMVC 


