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Important Events  
 

July 7, 2010 Wednesday ñPot Luck Dinnerò 

  

Call Judy Widmer 320-0198 to sign up to bring 

something 

 General Meeting @ Exhibit Hall 

  5:30 pm social time 

  6:30 pm meeting 

 

July 10, 2010 Saturday starts Music Under the 

Stars @ 7:30 pm 

 If you are signed up to work be at the 

Adobe by 6:00 pm 

 

July 17, 24 & 31 Music Under the Stars above 

times 

 

July 27, 2010 Tuesday  

 Board Meeting 

 1:00 pm 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message: 
By Sharon Whitaker 
 

I canôt believe the year is 

almost half over. We have had 

so much going on here at the 

Adobe so far this year. Iôm sure 

you have seen how wonderful 

the Adobe is looking with our retrofit almost 

complete. The lights were all on the night before 

Cowboys & Heroes Rancho Jamboree (CHRJ) 

when I drove down Olivas Park Drive. It looked so 

beautiful in the night lighting with all the new paint 

and repairs. I canôt wait for everything to be 

completed with the furniture back in the Adobe. I 

hope we can announce our open house soon; we 

will keep you informed. 

 

I want to thank everyone for the extra time and 

efforts put into the success of the CHRJ event on  

June 12.  Gate count is 900+ and with all the 

workers from the City, City Volunteers, OAHI and 

other organizations, there were well over a 

thousand people. It was a wonderful turn out and 

everyone did a great job. We were very lucky to 

have several community members who just wanted 

to be a part of the event and help in any way. 

 

Music Under the Stars is already upon us too. 

Monica Shugart (647-3379) is working on the sign 

ups for the Cantina for all concerts. Please call 

Monica to choose a date for working and hearing 

your favorite band at the same time. If you havenôt 

attended a Music Under the Stars at the Adobe you 

are really missing something. Try it; I think you 

will be glad you did. 
   

 
 

 

   

July Happy Birthdays 
 

USA    4 

    

Meredith Stevens  15 

Andrew DiConti  21 

Jerry Leckie  25 

Alice Lord   27 



 

 

 

Postcard from the  

Vice President:  
  

June 14, 2010 

 

Dear Docents, 

 

Stark, forbidding and beautiful 

are the Cliffs of Moher in the 

western part of Ireland. We 

learn about the people and 

traditions of this beautiful, 

green island. Everything is very interesting.  

 

See you soon, 

 

Ilse and Ross 

 

 
 

The City of Ventura Cultural Affairs 
Division proudly presents: 

The 23rd annual Music Under the 
Stars concert series 

Saturdays from 7:30 to 9:30 pm  
Historic Olivas Adobe: 4200 Olivas Park 
Drive, near Ventura Harbor.  
Gates open at 6:30 pm for dining.  

 

 

 

 

Cowboys & Heroes  

Rancho Jamboree 
By Danny Whitaker 

 
Wow, I canôt believe that June 12 has come and 

gone. I just wanted to take the time to write a short 

thank you note to all of the participants that made 

Cowboys & Heroes Rancho Jamboree such a huge 

success. We began forming our ideas and putting 

together what we knew would be our winning team 

back in March and after much deliberation boy did 

we get it right.  

 

Thanks to you docents, Jr. Docents, volunteers, 

family, and friends for making this day such a 

wonderful time for everyone. I also want to give 

special thanks to Mike Davis and his baking crew 

Margaret, Ray, Sandra, Monica, Frank, and 

Hortencia for putting in a long, long day at our 

horno to make sure we had plenty of our wonderful 

Olivas bread to offer our guests.  

 

Without several of our docents digging out personal 

and family archives we could have never set up our 

stations with the correct period items. Thank you 

for taking the time to help us pull everything 

together for our event. Once again, everyone, Iôm 

very proud to have been able to chair your event. 

With people like you who LOVE your ADOBE  it 

made my job very easy and a lot of fun.   

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Happy Birthday Girl 
 

 
 

 

Betty Nilmeier and the OAHI docents worked long 

and hard on June 12, 2010 for the event ñCowboy 

& Heroes Rancho Jamboreeò. Betty came on her 

birthday.  We all helped Betty celebrate her big day 

with an extra big birthday card and a really good 

cake.  Everyone at the Jamboree joined in as the 

band played ñHappy Birthdayò, and we all sang for 

Betty. 

 

If you missed June 12, please take the time to wish 

Betty a late Happy Birthday. 

 

Olivas Adobe Junior Docent News 
By Rosie and Ernie Calvillo 

  

We are proud to report that Olivas Junior Docents 

were active in Cowboys, Heroes and Rancho 

Jamboree! Appearing in costume were Alex and 

Oscar Ortiz, Daniel and Julia Rollino, Olivia 

Reinhart and Claire Kielas.  Also a very busy 

participant was Justin Whitaker, visiting all the way 

from Texas! Alex and Oscar's mother, Susie 

Bautista, and Olivia's mother, Suzanne Barnes, also 

made their first appearances at an Olivas event. 

They looked lovely in their costumes!  

 

We thank the Juniors and the two mothers for their 

valuable contributions of time, energy and hard 

work!  It is encouraging to know we have this great 

source of talent for future events. On the fun side, 

plans are in the works for a Pizza Party later this 

summer. 

 

 

 

 

Psychic Archeology  

at the Olivas Adobe. 
By Richard Senate 

 

Psychic archaeology is about using non-traditional 

means to examine and discover the past.  Three 

teams have now been employed at the Adobe in an 

attempt to answer some of the mysteries of the 

house.  

 

The group examining the site last Friday night had 

some real success.  Our target was the Original 

Olivas Barn--the one demolished by the Alvords in 

1914.  No pictures of this structure exist--not even a 

drawing, but some oral accounts are on record. Our 

team, using dowsing rods and other metaphysical 

tools sought out the lost structure and gathered 

some interesting data that may or may not be true--

only digging can confirm if the impressions were 

correct.   

 

These are our findings for what they are worth. 

 

1. It was huge--embracing all of the exhibit hall, 

rose garden and some of the parking lot.  

 

2. It was two stories tall --with a loft. The first floor 

was adobe, the rest wood.   

 

3. Two Native American families lived in the barn--

mostly on the second floor and loft. They were, for 

the most part groomers. 

 

4. The barn included a stable for the Olivas Family 

horses -  including El Capitan, Raymundo's horse, 

and Socks, Nicholas's horse.  

 

5. The barn was, like the house, built in stages, 

growing larger with Raymundo's wealth. 

 

6. On foggy nights a large lantern was hung at the 

barn to help people find it in the dark. 

 

This is interesting and historically possible. Many 

accounts say the Californios had large clean barns 

that were sometimes cleaner than their homes as 

they lavished great attention to their fine horses.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cowboys & Heroes  

Rancho Jamboree, June 12, 2010 


